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" On the face of it, that looks plausible and
simple. But consider for a moment. The bulk
of the Socialist Party is composed of the working
classes who toil nine, ten or eleven hours every
working day of their lives in mine, workshop
and factory, earning a meagre subsistence
for themselves and their dependants. They
have not had the advantage, or disadvantage,
of a commercial training - that sharpening
of wits and instincts which makes conscience
and principle secondary matters to the great
gospel ofc getting on ' ; they have no knowledge
or skill in the art of c beggar my neighbour.'
" And what is the Liberal Party they are
invited to capture ? It has great wealth behind
it, social influence, territorial influence - for
notice that even the dukes are going back to
it; they recognise it is a harmless sort of animal,
not likely to do them much injury. It has
behind it a powerful, unscrupulous Press, the
legal intellects of the country are at its service.
The workers are asked to capture this Party
and use it for their own purpose to bring about
its own destruction.5*
On   this   plan   Hardie   poured   derision   and
invective.
" To perpetuate the fiction that Liberalism,
any more than Toryism, is going to help to
realise Socialism is but to play into the hands
of the class of monopoly.53